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Summary 

A nafüînai sysfem of b s e  mom'îorkg in the Danish swine population based on the mub!ne& 
&&ter inspechon akrtifa from aii sfaughf~houses has h=en maintnuied for mmy years. A description 
the sysfm iigiven andrecenf devefopments leahg to changes in the m e m  are oufuned. 

Résumé 

Un qystème nationai de surveillance des ma(adies dnns fa popdtion porcine danoise, fondé sur fa wflecfe 
LI&&& des dom& d'inrpechn dms fous ahttoh, a été app3qué p a c h f  de nombreuses années. 
Cef d c l e  foutni'f une descnpiion de ce système ef s o w e  les changemenfs r&emmenf apponk9 au 

Disease monitoring is one of the most 
important activities in veterinary population 
practice, be it at the national, regional or herd 
level [Il. The concept implies the continuous 
obsewation of disease occurrence in the 
population in question, using wmmon 
methodology of epidemiological investigations 
[2,3]. The applications of disease monitoring are 
numerous, including such important activities 
as: 

Detecting significant changes in disease 
occurrence over time and by spatial 
distribution, 

Enabling speedy and efficient d i  control 
decisions to be taken, 

Providing the basis for costing, planning and 
research activities. 

The procedures involved in disease monitkng 
rnay be described under the following steps : 

Collection of disease data, 
Collation and analysis of data, 
Interpretation and dissemination of results. 

Original sources of data for disease monitoring 
are relatively scarce, and there is a great 
tendency to n recycle P data wllected for a 
primary reason in a multiîude of monitoring 
schemes. Reuse of data may be good for 
economical and practical reasons, but bad if the 
validity of the data for the secondary purposes is 
not pmperly secured 141. hregat ion of disease 
data from the herd level thmugh several layers 
al1 the way to international collections of disesse 
statistics also involves a recycling n with 
sssociated risks of misinterpretation. 
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